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Man's fetters, ignorance and loss of wealth, disease, and fear
she dispels, worshipped by her devotees.

Durga In Ramayana.

Durga is worshipped in Spring. In one version of Ramayana
Yuddha Kanda it is said that Rama was advised by Brahma that
he must worship goddess Durga to destroy Ravana. Accordingly,
Rama bathed in the ocean; cleansed and cooled and made all
preparations with the help of the monkeys, who hastenedito supply
flowers and fruits for the ritual. He made a clay image of Durga
and invoking her, prayed that she might be pleased to appear
and accept his offerings. Both Rama and Lakshmana begged
of the goddess to extend her grace.

With unfaltering faith, the brothers prayed for three days and
so fervent were their prayers, Durga was moved to compassion.
She came and regarded them with favour, but remained unseen.

Rama was very sad since the goddess could not be seen.
" Listen Lord " said Vibhishana, "to win her blessing you mast
make an offering of one hundred and eight blue lotus flowers.
They are rare and beautiful and almost unattainable even by the
gods."

Rama remained deep in prayer while Hanuman who was
entrusted with the job of bringing the flowers, swift as the wind
made his joufaey. He soon returned with the blue flowers from
the Devi Lake and counting them he gave Rama one hundred
and eight blossoms.

Rama's joy knew no bounds when he saw the beautiful lotus
flowers. He dedicated them all to the goddess. One by one he
offered each flower with his prayers.... after offering one hundred
and six he found there was but one left! One hundred and eight
had been delivered, where was the last one?

Rama in amazement, turned to pray again.

0 "goddess," he wept, "I am faint and weary, .sorrow has
been by portion since birth. Much have you made me bear,
0 Mother. My kingdom was taken away... I came to the forests